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PEOCEEDINGS AND PAPERS. 



Quarterly General Meeting, held at the Society's Apart- 
ments, William-street, Kilkenny, oa Wednesday, July 5th, 
1865. 

Barry Delaney, Esq., M.D., in the Chair. 

The following new Members were elected : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. Villiers Stuart, D. L., Castletown, Car- 
rick-on-Suir: proposed by the Bev. Charles Harte. 

James Harton Bracken, Esq., County Inspector of Constabu- 
lary, Kilkenny : proposed by Mr. W. Lawless. 

The Very Bev. Dr. Bussell, O. I 3 ., St. Saviour's, Dublin; and 
the Very Bev. Dr. Goodman, O. P., Sligo : proposed by the Rev. 
P. V. Skelly, O.P. 

Sir John Gray, Dublin : proposed by W. L. Hackett, Esq., 
Barrister-at-Law. 

The Bev. J. H. Martin, Principal, Kilkenny College ; and the 
Bev. Morgan Woodward Jellett, St. Peter's, Dublin : proposed by 
Mr. Prim. 

W. H. Hardinge, Esq., M.B.I. A., Keeper of the Records, 
Landed Estates Becord Office, Custom House Buildings, Dublin : 
proposed by J. T 4 Gilbert, Esq. 

P. W. Joyce, Esq., A.M., National Board of Education, Marl- 
borough-street, Dublin: proposed by Dr. Newell. 

The Bev. Thomas Boche, B. C. C, St. Aidan's, Enniscorthy : 
proposed by G. E. Roberts, Esq. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks voted to 
the donors : — 

By Miss Archer Butler: " La Seine-Inferieure Historique et 
Archeologique, par M. 1' Abbe Cochet, Inspecteur des Monumentes 
Historiques et Beligieux de ce Departement. Epoques Gauloise, 
Romaine et Franque, avec Une Carte Archeologique de ces troia 
Periodes." 4to., pp. 552, profusely illustrated. 

By the Author : " Ancient Pillar Stones of Scotland ; their Sig- 
nificance and Bearing on Ethnology," by George Moore, M. D., 
London, &c, 8vo. 
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By the Editor : " The Reliquary," edited by Llewellynn Jewitt, 
Esq., No. 20. 

By the Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland : 
their " Journal," No. 85. 

By the Norfolk and Norwich Archaeological Society: " Original 
Papers," Visitation of Norfolk, second portion. 

By the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne: " Ar- 
chaeologia iEliana," part 20, new series. 

By the Publisher : * ' The Gentleman's Magazine " for April, May, 
and June, 1865. 

By the Publisher: « The Builder," Nos. 1159-1172, inclusive. 

By Miss Archer Butler: a gun money Half-Crown of James 
II. ; a Patrick's Penny— the variety exhibiting the arms of the 
city of Dublin ; and a collection of modern Penny and Halfpenny 
Tokens. 

By the Dean and Chapter of St. Canice: two inscribed oak 
beams, which had formed part of the roofing of the choir of the Ca- 
thedral, recently removed. One of them seemed to have pertained 
to some repairs effected in the roof in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, as it bore the inscription — in the large, well-cut Old English 
characters in use at the period, — Jf. ®fjoV. HsU. °§xatxtx\ 
1597. This Master Thomas Wale, the Procurator or Economist 
of the Chapter, was Treasurer of St. Canice, and had a son, the 
Rev. Robert Wale, who was co lated to the Treasurership of the 
cathedral in 1610, and erected in the cathedral, A. D. 1634, a 
monument to his father's memory still extant. The other beam 
was of much later date, being part of Bishop Pococke's work. The 
inscription on this beam was, Thomas Shortes, 1763. A rule 
and compass were also carved in connexion with this inscription. 
Shortes was probably Pococke's master carpenter ;^he was a freeman 
of Kilkenny, as appears by the Corporation Books. 

By Mr.Betts worth Lawless : asil ver reliquary, to be w-orn suspended 
round the neck, which had been found near the Black Abbey by the 
person of whom he had purchased it — its central relic case (now 
empty) was surrounded by a row of small bosses, outside which 
were eight round pieces of glass, in raised settings, alternating with 
filligree loops, on the back were the letters I.H.S.; also part of a 
Bilver clasp, apparently of a book, but of the locality where found 
he was not informed ; and some ancient coins. 

By Hugo Jones, Esq., Ballyconway : a silver groat of Edward 
IV., and a sixpence of Queen Elizabeth. 

By Mr. John Moore, Columbkill : the fragments of what must 
have been a very fine and very beautiful ancient baked clay urn (or 
rather cylinder, for it had no bottom), recently discovered at Co- 
lumbkill, near Thomastown, on the property of William Flood, Esq., 
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Paulstown House. On the gentle elope of a hill, looking west, a 
person digging came on a flag about 1^ feet beneath the surface, 
which, on being raised, disclosed the upper rim of an earthen recep- 
tacle of partially calcined bones, of which it was quite full. On 
removing the clay, it was found that this receptacle was not an urn, 
as had been at first supposed, but was a mere cylinder, the lower rim 
of which rested on the earth ; it had two hoop-like expansions, at 
equal distances between the top and bottom, all round. The rims 
and expansions were ornamented with a very graceful pattern, 
formed by a cord impressed while the earth of which the article was 
composed was in a soft state ; and the intervening spaces were filled 
with diagonal scorings, as if formed by the point of a knife. The 
size of the cylinder might be judged of from the quantity of burned 
bones which it contained, calculated to fill nearly two gallons. 
At top and bottom the diameter was about six inches; across 
the centre, eight inches ; in height it was about fourteen inches. 
When first the flag was raised, this interesting fictile remain was quite 
perfect ; but Mr. Moore did not like to raise it at the moment, as 
he expected a visit next day from an antiquarian friend, who, hav- 
ing some experience in explorations, he thought might be likely to 
direct the operation with greater success. Unfortunately, his friend 
had been prevented from arriving ; and, heavy rain having fallen in 
the four or five days' interval between the finding and raising of the 
antique, on his second visit for the latter purpose he discovered 
that the cylinder was split from top to bottom in five places, and it 
was found impossible to lift those five pieces without their crum- 
bling into smaller fragments ; so that, in place of being enabled, as 
he had hoped, to present to the Society's Museum this very inte- 
resting object in a perfect state, he was only able to send the frag- 
ments which were now before the meeting. Another fictile vessel 
— but in this latter case a regular urn — was found, twelve years 
since, within a dozen feet of that now described ; but the finder had 
broken it into fragments in annoyance at the discovery that it con- 
tained only burned bones, and not gold, as he had at first hoped. 
The peasantry of the district regard the locality as a place of ancient 
Pagan sepulture. Within the area of a square mile surrounding 
the spot the remains can be traced of forty-seven sepulchral mounds, 
six of which alone now remain perfect, the others having been nearly 
levelled, and the plough passing over them. A gold torque, or 
primaeval neck ornament, was found within a few yards of two of 
these mounds some seventeen years since by a peasant, who sold 
the prize to a travelling dealer for £18 ; it must have been worth 
ten times that sum. 

By the Dean and Chapter of St. Canice : some pieces of leather, 
which had formed a pair of sandals or shoes, found in a grave in the 
chapel on the south side of the choir. The grave contained a per- 
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feet skeleton, on the feet of which the shoes would seem to have re- 
mained till the portions of leather fell asunder on the rotting away 
of the hemp with which they had been stitched together. No par- 
ticle of any other kind of clothing was to be found in the grave ; 
nor did there appear to have been any coffin used in the interment, 
the grave having been so built with masonry as just to receive the 
body, and being lined throughout with a kind of yellow cement or clay. 
Inverted over the grave — the flat side upwards, to form a flooring 
slab — was found a fine effigy of a female, in high relief. The in- 
scription was perfect, and showed the lady to have been Honoria, 
daughter of Baron John Grace, of Courtstown, and first wife of Sir 
Oliver Shortall, of Ballylarkan, who died in 1596. There seemed 
to be no connexion, however, between the monument and the 
grave, which had a separate covering slab of sandstone. 

By Mr. Prim : a very large skull, with portions of the antlers 
attached, and also a separate antler of very great size, of the Cervus 
megaceros Hibernicus, or extinct gigantic deer of Ireland. They 
were found in a boghole in the centre of one of the fields on the 
farm of Mrs. Phelan, at Tinnekelly, adjoining Graigue, near Kil- 
managh, whilst digging for bog stuff, and where the remaining 
portions of the skeleton, no doubt, are still buried. 

By Mr. A. G. 'Geoghegan, Londonderry : a photograph of a 
very graceful chalice, represented in the accompanying plate, con- 
cerning which he made the following communication : — 

" Through the courtesy of the Eev. P. Magee, C. C, Strabane, county 
of Tyrone, I am enabled to send a photograph of an ancient chalice in his 
possession. It is of silver, of the usual shape, and about 14 inches in 
height; inside the foot are rudely engraved the numbers : 14 .-. 18 : 
the ' marks' on the cup are very indistinct : however, one appears to be 
R I, and the other : T 1 ; around the pedestal is incised, very rudely, the 
following inscription — the words being divided by short oblique strokes: — 

PRAY ! FOR , EDM D | BOURKE , PARISH , PRIEST | OF j KILLERERAN j & 
FAMILY , WHO | BOUGHT | ME f FOR | Y* j H0N r j OF j GOD j AND j USE | OF 
Y" , CONV* | OF , DUNEGALL. 

** The chalice was formerly in the possession of the Rev. Bernard 
M'Kenna, P.P. of Leckpatrick, who gave it to its present owner. It pre- 
viously belonged to the Rev. John M'Kenna, P.P. of Maghera, who was 
brother to the Parish Priest of Leckpatrick. It is not known how he 
became possessed of it; but his family about 150 or 200 years ago came to 
Maghera, from Trough, in the county of Monaghan. In the preface of the 
late Dr. O'Donovan's ' Annals of the Four Masters' there is a brief de- 
scription of the dispersion of the monks of the Abbey of Donegal, on the 
2nd of August, 1601, by a detachment of English soldiers from the gar- 
rison of Derry. The monks fled into the woods, and from thence by sea, 
on the approach of the troops, ' carrying with them their chalices, vest- 
ments, and other sacred furniture.' O'Donovan gives also an extract from 
a manuscript History of the Franciscans, compiled at Louvain, A. D. 




CHALICE FORMERLY BELONGING TO THE ABBEY OF DONEGAL, 
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1617, by Fr. Antonius Purcell, which affords a graphic account of the 
flight of the monks on the occasion. The writer, who it appears was the 
Sacristan of the Abbey of Donegal, states, that he had at the time under 
his care '40 indumenta sacerdotalia cum suis omnibus pertinentiis,' and 
sixteen chalices of silver. These vestments and chalices, however, afterwards 
fell, says Purcell, into the hands of Lambert, governor of Connaught, who 
converted them to profane uses. It is probable, therefore, that this chalice 
was presented to the convent of Donegal when the monks regained pos- 
session after 1641. Kiilererin is a parish in the county of Galway, and 
it may be that its parish priest was able to purchase back one of their 
ancient chalices for the monks of Donegal." 

By the same: photographs of the object alluded to in the sub- 
sequent remarks : — 

u Last week, in a garden within the walls of the city of Derry a flat 
piece of horn, about four inches square, was dug up. It had on one side, 
depressed about the tenth of an inch, an impression of a medal struck to 
commemorate the victory of Blenheim, obtained by the united English 
and allied German armies, commanded by the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Eugene, over the French and Bavarian troops, commanded by 
Field Marshal Tallard and the Elector. 

44 The medal has on its foreground an allegorical reclining figure, re- 
presenting the River Danube, on whose banks the battle was fought. 
From the flowing urn of the Deity a river runs in a serpentine manner 
towards the horizon. On the bank opposite to the Water God the Angel 
of Victory, sitting on a cannon, is inscribing on an oval tablet the date 
of the victory, August 13, 1704. Behind the angel are draped mili- 
tary flags and standards. Around the medal is the following inscrip- 
tion: GALLIS ! BAVARISQUE : DEV1CTIS : TALLARD : FR : MARESCH : CUM : 

mult : ducib : et : x : millib : milit : captis. It is not improbable that 
some of the soldiers of Queen Anne may have settled in Derry after the 
war w r as finished, and brought with them this impression of a medal 
struck to commemorate an event of which they had such good reason to 
be proud. From some marks it would appear to have formed the lid of a 
snuff-box." 

The Eev. James Graves referred to the works which he had 
been recently engaged in directing, in conjunction with the Rev. 
Charles A. Vignoles, at the Seven Churches of Clonmacnoise. He 
said, however, that it was not his intention to lay a full report of 
the operations before the Society on this occasion, as some repairs 
were still going on, in his absence, in accordance with the instruc- 
tions which he had left for the guidance of the workmen. Before 
the next meeting these works would be completed, and he should 
then give a detailed general report, with an account of the special 
subscriptions received, and the expenditure. The Society, by what 
it had done at Clonmacnoise, had made a name for itself calculated 
to gain it increased credit, not only here, but also in England and 
Scotland — these celebrated ecclesiastical remains being visited)/ 
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many tourists. The repairs which had been effected afforded the 
greatest gratification, also, to the people of the locality, of all classes, 
grades, and creeds. 

Mr. Robertson, having recently visited the very interesting old 
Church of U Hard, near Graigue, in the county of Kilkenny, re- 
ported on its condition, which was not by any means satisfactory, 
as a portion of one of the side walls had been undermined, and 
was in a very threatening condition. Some of the ball ornamen- 
tation of the splendid Hiberno-Romanesque west doorway too had 
been disfigured lately, by mischievous persons wantonly knocking 
out the balls. The ivy, which hitherto had hung over the doorway, 
and partially hid. some of the sculptured ornamentation, had been 
nearly all destroyed of late by having been by some strange accident 
set fire to and consumed in the very dry weather. This clearance 
had disclosed the presence of a small window above the door, hav- 
ing a primitive pointed top, formed by laying the ends of two stones 
♦together. There was some rude and very weather-worn sculp- 
tured ornamentation in connexion with this window, the principal 
device in which appeared to be intended to represent two human 
figures, witli clasped hands, very much in the style of the rude figures 
carved on the fine stone cross adjoining the church. Mr. Vicars, 
the much respected agent of Sir W. M'Kenna — whose property 
surrounded the church — was present at the time of his visit, and 
had kindly intimated his willingness to aid in such repairs as would 
prevent the falling of the undermined wall. 

Mr. Robertson's communication excited much interest amongst 
the Members present; and it was resolved that the Secretaries should 
communicate with Mr. Vicars on the subject of the repairs which 
he had so considerately offered to help forward ; and should also en- 
deavour to engage the interest of Mr. Devine, who resides in the 
neighbourhood of the ruins, in the supervision and protection of 
the old church and cross from the wanton injuries of thoughtless per- 
sons in the locality, who frequent the place very much, as some of 
the walls are made use of for a rustic ball alley. 

The Rev. S. C. Harpur forwarded, on behalf of the Rev. J. J. 
Wharton, A.M., Rector of Ballyburly, in the diocese of Kildare, 
a monumental inscription extant in Ballyburly Church, King's 
County. On the monument is carved the effigy of Captain Wackle, 
with his lance in his hand, and his sword by his side, his head pro- 
tected by the " skull," or iron cap, and a ruff round his neck. There 
is also sculptured very rudely a coat of arms, with the initials T. W. 
and M. H. The shield bears a chevron between three cross cross- 
lets, in chief a stag's head antlered, impaling three dunghill cocks, 
in base a dexter hand, the latter being the punning arms of Handcock. 
The crest, instead of surmounting the shield — which latter is carved 
awry on the stone — is placed below at one side, and is, on a wreath, 
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a hand brandishing an axe ; motto — tovt vien dhavlt. The fol- 
lowing is the inscription : — 

PEER lieth the body of Maud Handcock daught r to William 
Handcock of Dubli alderma who decesid the 3 of May 16 17 hir 
deer and welbelowid husbad Thomas Wackle of Baliburey esq sun to Ion 
Waklie of the novaes captai of 100 hors and 100 foot in the begining of 
Quee Elizabeths reinge of famus memory and governid them to the 
adwansement of hir hignes service caused this monunt to be made in 
memory of hir himselfe and Katren Cusack alias Handcock sister to the 
aforsaid Maud. 

The Rev. James Graves, referring to a paper read by him at the 
October Meeting of 1861, on the capture of the Earl of Ormonde 
by O'More ("Journal," Vol. III., p. 388), said that it appeared 
from a letter of Ormonde, addressed to the Queen, that to procure 
his release he was "forced to put into his [O'More's] handes cear 
taine hostages for payment of £3000, yf at any tyme hereafter I 
shall seeke reveng against him or his;" whilst we are informed by 
a letter written by Francis Stafforde to Cecyll, that " there is xij 
pledges lefte with Onye M'Rorye for performaunce of all covenantes 
betweene them." From the documents then accessible it did not 
appear who these hostages were, or what became of them. How- 
ever, in a recent search amongst the MSS. at Kilkenny Castle, he 
(Mr. Graves) had been fortunate enough to light on a record which 
told the name of one of them, and showed the Earl's anxiety to de- 
liver him from his thraldom. It would be remembered that Or- 
monde was at Ballybrittas, a castle of Sir Terence O'Dempsie's, 
when he was treating with his captors; and it now appears that Sir 
Terence's son was one of the hostages given up to O'More, and by 
him placed in the hands of Tyrrell, the Anglo-Norman rebel, 
O'Neill's trusted ally, and one of the ablest guerilla leaders of 
the period, with whom O'More was in league. 

Letter Patent authorizing Thomas Earl of Ormonde to ransom one of the 
sureties given to O'More for his release, dated August 3lst, 1601. 

"Elizabeth by the grace of God Queene of Englande Efraunce and 
Irelande defender of the faith etc To oure trustie and welbeloved Cosen 
Thomas Earle of Ormonde and Ossery, Treasurer of Irelande Greetinge. 
Wheras Ony ODempsy sone to Sir Terence ODempsie, knighte, remagn- 
inge now a prisoner with the traytor Tyrell, havinge formerly ben dely- 
vered to Ony Mc Rorye as one of the pleadges for youe the saide Earle of 
Ormonde, and for that youe the saide Earle ys desirus to give a some of 
mony for the ramson of the saide Ony ODempsie thereby to procure his 
libertie, Wee of oure especeall grace and mere moetion are pleased, and 
by the advise of our righte trustie and welbeloved Councellor Charles 
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Lord Mountjoie, knighte of the most noble order of oure garter, oure De- 
putie Generall of oure saide realme of Irelande, by those prites licence and 
authorise youe oure saide cosen thearle of Ormonde, or suche as youe shall 
imploye on this behalfe, as well to parlie with the saide Tirrell or anye 
other touchinge the saide ramson as to paie the same to anie of them 
when yee have throughlie agreed there vpon, authorisinge further hereby 
all oure officers and subfectes of the saide Kealme to whome yt shall apper- 
teyne to be aydinge and assistinge to youe oure saide cosen Thearle of Or- 
monde and suche as youe shall imploye in this behalfe. In witnes wheare- 
of wee have caused oure saide letters to be made pattent. Witnes oure 
saide Deputie Generall at Dublin the last of August in the three and for- 
tieth yeare of our reigne. 

(Fragment of Great Seal.) „ E //^P™ E t.» 

Mr. Geo. V. Du Noyer wished to correct an error which had 
crept into his note on the " Geology of the Silver Mines District" 
(p. 273, supra). The passage — " formed by an irregular isolated 
cake of rock," should read "formed by an isolated cake of Old Red 
Sandstone resting on the denuded edges of the Lower Silurian 
rocks." 

The Rev. G. H. Reade alluded to a statement erroneously put 
into his mouth in the report of the January meeting (p. 229, supra), 
where he was made to say that a coin was lifted to the surface of 
the lake by the leaf of a water plant ; the fact really being that the 
coin was seen on a plantain leaf, which grew on the soil of the 
island, and not in the waters of the lake. 

The following papers were submitted to the Members: — 



THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF FLORENCE MAC CARTHY. 

BY DANIEL MAC CARTHY (GLAS), ESQ. 

(Continued from Vol. V., New Series, page 267) 

Whilst Sir Robert Cecyll was pondering over the last favour of 
the Lord Barry, Florence was occupied in composing one of his most 
elaborate and successful letters to Lord Burghley, in which, after 
a spirited recital of his father's services and his own, and a fearless 
appeal to a multitude of great names in evidence of his veracity, he 
turns upon Barry and his father a torrent of invective, which, if its 
truth but equalled its burning and its bitterness, should have suf- 
ficed at once to settle the value of any charges which such an ac- 
cuser could make, and to mark the Lord Buttevant as the one of Her 



